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Navailles rarely appeared at the Court. Madame de
Maintenon could not refuse her distinctions and spe-
cial favours, but they were accorded rarely and by mo-
ments. The King always remembered his door;
Madame de Maintenon always remembered the hay
and barley of Madame de Neuillant, and neither years
nor devotion could deaden the bitterness of the recol-                     i..; |||

lection.

From just before Candlemas-day to Easter of this
year, nothing was heard of but balls and pleasures of
the Court. The King gave at Versailles and at Marly
several masquerades, by which he was much amused,
under pretext of amusing the Duchesse de Bourgogne.
At one of these balls at Marly a ridiculous scene oc-
curred. Dancers were wanting and Madame de Lux-
embourg on account of this obtained an invitation, but
with great difficulty, for she lived in such a fashion
that no woman would see her. Monsieur de Luxem-
bourg was perhaps the only person in France who was
ignorant of Madame de Luxembourg's conduct. He
lived with his wife on apparently good terms and as
though he had not the slightest mistrust of her. On
this occasion, because of the want of dancers, the King
made older people dance than was customary, and
among others M. de Luxembourg. Everybody was
compelled to be masked. M. de Luxembourg spoke
on this subject to M. le Prince, who, malicious as any
monkey, determined to divert all the Court and him-
self at the Duke's expense. He invited M. de Luxem-
bourg to supper, and after that meal was over, masked
him according to his fancy.

Soon after my arrival at the ball, I saw a figure